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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE – 23rd January 2017

Committee Present: Councillor Mrs J Russell (Chairman)
Councillor J Dabell (Vice Chairman)
Councillor R Mainstone (Town Mayor) 
Councillor Mrs J Mockford (Deputy Town Mayor)
Councillors Favor, Mrs Mainstone, Mockford, Osborne, 
Peacock, Webster and Whittaker.

Also Present: 9 member of the public. 
Officers present: Town Clerk

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all to this meeting. 

265 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

.       Mr Beal asked if there had been any response from Sainsbury’s as to when the 
redevelopment of their drive access would begin.  The Clerk advised she had not as 
yet written but would attend to this promptly.    

266 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

The committee was in full attendance 

267 MINUTES

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd January 
2017 having been previously circulated, be confirmed 
and signed by the Chairman. 

268 DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL & PREJUDICIAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS

* Cllr Dabell declared a personal and prejudicial interest in DM/16/5589 as the 
applicant was a friend, he left the room for the deliberation and vote.

*Cllr Mainstone declared a personal interest in all plans under items listed as 8 and 
9 as an elected member of MSDC appointed to Area Plans Committee B.  He 
further reserved the right to alter his views should the plans come before Area Plans 
Committee B based on contributions from the public, other members or reports from 
MSDC officers. He included being a member of MSDC District Planning 
Committee in this declaration.

*Cllr Mainstone declared he was a member of the East Grinstead Society but had 
not been involved in the determining of the views submitted to this committee.   

*Cllr Mainstone declared a personal interest in 16/1029 as a member of the national 
trust
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*Cllr Mainstone declared a disclosable interest in 16/3611 and 16/5623, included on 
his register of declarations and would not be in attendance for these items.    

*Cllr Mrs Mainstone declared a disclosable interest in 16/3611, included on her 
register of declarations and would not be in attendance for this item.

*Cllr Mrs Mainstone declared a personal interest in 16/1029 as a member of the 
National Trust.    

*Cllr Mockford declared a personal interest in all plans under items listed as 8 and 9
of the agenda, as an elected member of MSDC appointed to Area Plans Committee 
A reserving the right to alter his views should the plans come before the District
Council Committees, based on later submissions or professional advice.

*Cllr Mockford declared a disclosable interest in 16/3611, included on his register of 
declarations and would not be in attendance for this item

*Cllr Mrs Mockford declared a disclosable interest in 16/3611, included on her 
register of declarations and would not be in attendance for this item

*Cllr Peacock declared a disclosable interest in 16/3611, included on his register of 
declarations and would not be in attendance for this item

*Cllr Webster declared a personal interest in 16/5667 as the cabinet holder at 
MSDC with responsibility for licences.

*Cllr Whittaker declared a personal interest in 16/3611 as he is a trustee of a charity 
which has previously received a grant from the organisation.  

269 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS

The chairman made the following announcements:
 We have heard back from MSDC concerning our article 4 direction request, 

of 4th October,  disappointingly the response states that MSDC are not willing
to do so unless we have specific evidence, they have not considered that we 
asked them to undertake research to establish the evidence.   As Chair I 
intend to write back to MSDC and point out that we asked a different 
question to that which they answered.  However I will draft the response and 
then send it to all of you for comment along with the letter from MSDC and if 
you are happy with my proposal will issue it and include in the agenda next 
meeting for noting.  If you are not happy with my proposed response I shall 
bring it in as a agenda item for further discussion.

 The Clerk, Leader of the Council and Chair of this committee had a further 
meeting with Welbeck Homes today, at Welbeck’s request to update the 
Council on the proposed development at Imberhorne Farm, following the 
introduction of the Neighbourhood Plan.   No application had been submitted 
nor was imminent and discussions continue with MSDC and WSCC.    

 The Chairman asked the Leader of the Council to give a brief update on his 
attendance at the last two days of the district plan hearings.
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o He advised that the next stage would be 8/9th February where the 
SHLAA will be tested. The interim report will be issued with the 
conclusion being expected by the end of March.   

These announcements were noted 

270 STREET NAMING

The Chairman advised that Mr Leppard had provided some historical suggestions 
for the site, including Murrell Gardens and Silver Shoe Gardens.  The Committee 
however felt that Nonsuch Gardens to reflect the name of the cottage which has 
been demolished to provide for the new housing should be proposed 

RESOLVED:  To submit Nonsuch Gardens to Mid Sussex for the name of 
the new street 

APPEAL

The Committee considered that a further response as well as reiterating the 
Committees former objection should be sent to the inspector.  This new response 
should include that a test of daylight and sunlight to the neighbouring property to the 
north(Mead house) has not been carried out.  The test set out in the Building 
Research Establishment (BRE) Guide : “Site layout planning for daylight and 
sunlight 2011” should be applied to this application 

RESOLVED: That the Clerk would make the appropriate submission to the 
Inspector before the 14th February.           

BUDGET 2017/18

The Committee referred to the Draft Budget Book for 2017/18

RESOLVED:  To advise Council, to be held on 30th January, that the 
Planning Committee had no additional requirements to that 
as laid out in the Draft Budget Book and commended the 
Budget to the Council      

271 PLANNING APPLICATIONS (INCLUDING PROTECTED TREES)

RESOLVED: That Mid Sussex District Council be informed that the 
observations of the Town Council, on the applications 
set out in the appendix to these Minutes, are as 
indicated in column 4 thereof.

272 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 

The Chairman reminded the Committee that the next meeting was Monday 13th

February 2017 and closed the meeting at 8.58pm
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SIGNED

CHAIRMAN
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Sheet 147 Appendix to 23.1.2017

DM/16/5571/TREE
Baldwins

Hillyfield, Lingfield Road
(Mr Brian Perkins)

Ash trees T1 and T2. Cut back 
overhanging branches by 
approximately 1.5m that are 
overhanging Ballagio Place.  Leave 
branches at approximately 2 metres 
high.

Would Support Approval subject to the 
agreement of the Mid Sussex DC Tree Officer 

DM/17/0006/TREE
Baldwins

4 Lowdells Drive
(Mr Adrian Marsh)

Conifer (T1) fell. Would Support Approval subject to the 
agreement of the Mid Sussex DC Tree Officer

DM/16/3611/FUL
Herontye

Saint Hill Manor, Saint Hill Road
(Church of Scientology)

Provision of coach drop-off area, 6 
contractor parking bays, minor 
alterations to access onto West Hoathly 
Road and associated landscaping.

Recommend Refusal:  EG1 of the EGNP 
requires the applicant to demonstrate that 
there is no negative impact on the existing 
quality of the protected landscape and its 
setting taking in to account of locally 
important features.  The Committee felt 
that the applicant has not demonstrated 
this.  Should Mid Sussex DC be mindful to 
allow this application they must address 
how in their view, the applicant has done 
so.  The Committee did not feel that a 
significant parking area represented minor 
recreational use, there were concerns from 
a traffic safety point of view as to the 
increased traffic, slowly pulling on to a fast 
road where the coaches would be 
straddling the middle line while completing 
their turn.  There are concerns that the 
application states that this is for pick up 
and drop off yet increasingly the mini 
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busses and now coaches are seen parked 
on the land for lengthy stretches.    Finally 
the committee were disappointed that this 
is now retrospective as much of the work 
has been done from an applicant who is 
well versed in the planning process. 
Mid Sussex are asked to clarify the position 
as to infilling a pond on the estate as there 
was question as to whether this fell in to 
planning or may create draining issues for 
the land.                

DM/16/5338/FUL
Town

West Street Baptist Church, 
West Street
(Mr John Scarland)

Replacement of front porch with new 
entrance area.  Changes to side hall 
roof shape and internal amendments to 
side hall.   Alterations to side hall front 
façade.  New paving and landscaping 
alterations to front of church.

Recommend Refusal: The Committee felt 
this application would be out of keeping 
with the listed building and were somewhat 
surprised by the application as the physical 
appearance of the Chapel had been used 
to oppose a recent application (Martells) 
stating that the development would have a 
detrimental impact on the listed chapel.   
This new façade and entrance in 
contemporary design will not be in keeping.  

DM/16/5502/FUL
Imberhorne

Shirley Cottage, 17 Copthorne 
Road, Felbridge
(Andy Morehen)

Erection of 26 residential dwellings, 
with associated landscaping, car 
parking and new access arrangements, 
following demolition of existing house 
and outbuildings.

Recommend Refusal: the East Grinstead 
Neighbourhood Plan policies EG2 EG2a 
and EG3(a) would not support this 
application in the area of development 
constraint. The design and scale is out of 
keeping with the surrounding area.   There 
was concern as to the additional traffic 
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impact on the A264/22 junction.   The 
Committee draw from the Ministerial 
statement  HCWS346 submitted by Gavin 
Barwell MP on 12th December 2016 to 
support this refusal.    While it is noted that 
the site had a former (now out of date 
permission) this permission was granted 
before the adoption of the EGNP. The 
Neighbourhood Plan policies must be 
tested and this application would not 
comply.       

DM/16/5510/HOUS
Herontye

Imberley, Coombe Hill Road
(Mr & Mrs Peter Heath)

Alterations and restoration to existing 
annexe to form additional bedroom 
space and a new drive from an existing 
gateway to a new turning/parking area 
beside the existing annexe.

This application would be in accordance 
with EG1 of the EGNP and therefore the 
committee Would Support Approval  

DM/16/5523/FUL
Town

99 London Road
(Mr Mawez Khan)

Proposed partial change of use and 
subdivision of ground floor from A1 to 
mixed use; part A1(retail) and part (sui 
generis) taxi booking office.

Would Support Approval subject to 
enforcement of the current road restrictions 
in front of the office.  It is a marked 
pedestrian crossing and not suitable for 
taxi’s to pull in albeit temporarily to collect 
fares waiting at the office.      

DM/16/5553/LBC
Town

West Street Baptist Church, 
West Street
(Mr John Scarland)

Replacement of front porch with new 
entrance area.  Changes to side hall 
roof shape and internal amendments to 
side hall.   Alterations to side hall front 
façade.  New paving and landscaping 
alterations to front of church.

Recommend Refusal: The Committee felt 
this application would be out of keeping 
with the listed building and were somewhat 
surprised by the application as the physical 
appearance of the Chapel had been used 
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to oppose a recent application (Martells) 
stating that the development would have a 
detrimental impact on the listed chapel.   
This new façade and entrance in 
contemporary design will not be in keeping

DM/16/5558/HOUS
Imberhorne

109 West Street
(Mr G Collier)

Removal of existing conservatory and 
provision of a two storey rear extension.

Would Support Approval 

DM/16/5567/HOUS
Herontye

11 Collingwood Close
(Mr & Mrs Adkin)

Demolition of garage and construction 
of a single storey side extension with 
internal alterations.

Would Support Approval 

DM/16/5589/LDC
Baldwins

Rowans, Eden Vale
(Mr & Mrs O’Connor)

Construction of dormer extension with 
dormer windows to the east elevation, 
conversion of roof void  and installation 
of rooflights to west elevation.  This is 
an application to establish whether the 
development is lawful.  This will be a 
legal decision where the planning 
merits of the proposed use cannot be 
taken into account.

Noted

DM/16/5590/HOUS
Town

4 Blackwell Road
(Mrs Hornall)

Demolition of single storey rear 
extension.  Construction of single storey
front rear extensions and two storey 
side extensions.

Would Support Approval 

DM/16/5598/PNO
Herontye

Cattle Building, Tickeridge 
Farm, Vowels Lane, Kingscote
(Mr J H B Bayne)

Prior notification for the proposed 
change of use from cattle building to 
storage unit.

Noted 
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DM/16/5623/FUL
Town

Bluebell Railway Terminus 
Firbank Way
(Mr C White)

Relocation of disused Bluebell Railway 
Temporary signal box from Kingscote 
to East Grinstead station for use as an 
Operational Interface Cabin.

Would Support Approval subject to the 
fence and laurel hedge being maintained 
to provide screening and a condition that 
access to parked cars at Christie not be 
made via the gate to protect neighbours 
amenity.    

DM/16/5653/HOUS
Ashplats

58 Pegasus Way
(Mr & Mrs S Hadfield)

Demolition of an existing single storey 
front extension and erection of a two 
storey front extension and single storey 
side extension.

Would Support Approval  

DM/16/5662/FUL
Imberhorne

Oleander, 61 Crawley Down 
Road, Felbridge
(Omega Land and New Homes 
Ltd)

Residential development comprising 4 
no. detached dwellings.

Recommend Refusal:  EGNP EG2a and 
EG3 would not support this development.
The development will result in further 
coalescence with the neighbouring village 
of Crawley Down,  The design is not in 
keeping with the existing buildings or area. 
The new access road for 4 new homes is 
unneighbourly to number 63 and will have 
a detrimental effect on their enjoyment of 
their property, it is therefore not 
satisfactory. 
The Committee considered that the above 
coupled with the reasons for refusal of the 
previous appeal remain relevant to the 
decision on this application    

DM/16/5667/FUL Whitehall Parade, London 
Road

Installation of rooftop air-handling plant. Would Support Approval subject to there 
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Town (Mr Charlie Martell) being no noise pollution to annoy the 
inhabitants of Institute Walk.    

DM/17/0003/LDC
Ashplats

43 Woodlands Road
(Mr & Mrs Warner)

Ground floor rear extension with 
associated works to the rear garden 
including new porous paving.  This is an
application to establish whether the 
development is lawful.  This will be a 
legal decision where the planning 
merits of the proposed use cannot be 
taken into account.

Noted

DM/17/0129/LBC
Herontye

Standen, West Hoathly Road
(Mr Paul Crawford)

Proposal to create an access link 
between the main house at Standen 
and the archway rooms to provide 
integrated office accommodation.

Would Support Approval 


